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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claims 6-8 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim (claim 4 in the instant application) cannot depend 
from any other multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, claims 
6-8 have not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "coupling organs (43)" in lines 20-21) and "retaining 
device (23)" in line 21 . There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. The claim previously refers to "attachment devices (23)", resulting in confusion 
regarding the retaining and attachment devices (i.e. are they the same or different 
elements, if they are the same then applicant must use consistent terminology). Due to 
the confusion regarding the retaining/attachment device and the coupling organs (38) 
and (43) the limitations in the claim recited in lines 26-29 are indefinite and unclear. An 
examination of the claims, as best understood, is presented below. 

Claims 1 , 3 and all claims depending therefrom, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. It is unclear 
how the attachment device (23) comprises attachment elements (12) which have 
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organs (38) for coupling to the organs (43) of the retaining device (23). (i.e. how does a 
coupling organ of a larger device connect to coupling organs of said larger device?) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

» 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Watanabe (6289646). 

Regarding claim 1 (as best understood): Watanabe discloses a paneling system 
for buildings, comprising a number of module elements (for example figure 5B, 72) 
arranged to be joined to parts that are part of a building without intermediate framework, 
which parts may be facades, glazings, roofs or partition walls which are supported by 
the frame (6) of the building where the elements each comprises a sheet (for example 
72), which sheet, when it is a part of the intended building part, is joined with the frame 
of the building by means of: 

supporting elements (3) arranged in such a way that the sheet is supported at its 
downwards facing edge by the same for absorbing the weight of the module element 
and for retaining in an intended position in relation to the frame against forces, which 
may strive to bring the respective element out of this intended position (figure 5B); 
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by means of attachment devices (2) supported by the frame (figure 5B), which 
each one is arranged to be joined with the sheet by means of: 

attachment elements (4) which are U-shaped and form a groove arranged 
to grip around an edge of the sheet (figure 5A), characterized in that the 
attachment elements are arranged with organs (41) for coupling the 
attachment elements to the coupling organs (21 , 23) on the respective 
retaining device (4) for thereby connecting the attachment element with 
the frame; 

where the module elements are capable of being arranged with the attachment 
elements attached before being mounted on the building frame (as seen in figure 5A), 
which thus form a handling protection against damages on the edge of the sheet, and 
with said retaining devices arranged to be mounted on the frame and then with their 
coupling organs brought in positions corresponding to those positions, which the 
coupling organs shall take to the attachment elements of the respective sheet when the 
sheet is positioned in said intended position, such that the module elements may be 
mounted from the inside of the building part by connection of the coupling organs, the 
associated respective retaining devices, with the coupling organ of the respective 
attachment element (as seen in figures 5A-C). 

Regarding claim 2 (as best understood): The system for buildings according to 
claim 1 , characterized in that the frame is arranged with connection units (22, 222), 
which each one is attached to the frame (via element 2) and is equipped partly with said 
supporting element (figure 5B), which are arranged to support the respective lower edge 
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with one of the ends of two sheets which side edges are adjacent to each other, which 
sheet's corners thus are positioned close by the connection unit and partly equipped 
with said retaining devices which are arranged to, with their coupling organs, be coupled 
to the coupling organs belonging to the attachment elements on said adjacent sheets 
and/or the sheets that are positioned closest above these sheets (figures 5A-C). 

Regarding claim 3: The system according to claim 2, characterized in that the 
retaining devices comprise arms (the U-shaped elements and also elements 41,411, 
412), which extend out from the respective connection unit with the arms at its outer 
edges (41, 411, 412) at a distance from the connection unit arranged with said coupling 
organ for connection to the coupling organs of the attachment elements, which are 
placed on said sheets positioned with its corners close by the connection unit in 

♦ 

question, such that the connection unit, at a placement in the intersection point between 
four adjacent module elements, provides, for support against gravitational forces from 
two module elements placed above it, and retaining of these and/or the module 
elements placed beneath, against forces directed inwards against and outwards from 
the building frame. 

Regarding claim 4: The system according to any of the claims 1-3, characterized 
in that the attachment elements consist of a hard material such as metal (Col. 5, lines 
33-35) and are U-shaped with an outer flange part, formed by a main part of the 
attachment element, and with a flange that is united with the main part by means of a 
waist, which between themselves form said groove, arranged to grip around an edge of 
the sheet of the module element (figure 3A, element 3), with the surface of the main part 
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situated inside the groove opposite to the surface of the sheet that faces the frame and 
the surface of the flange situated inside the groove which surface is opposite to the 
surface of the sheet that faces outwards from the frame, where the surfaces inside the 
groove are formed to be in contact with the sheet along contact lines which are opposed 
to each other at a distance from the edge of the sheet (as seen in figure 5A), while the 
groove outside these contact lines in a direction against the waist of the attachment 
element has a play between the sheet and the hard material of the attachment element. 

Regarding claim 5: The system according to claim 4, characterized in that the 
flange of the attachment element is made in such a way that its outer edge is in contact 
with the surface of the sheet (figure 5A), but leaves said play to the same at its part 
connected to the waist and that the flange is dimensioned to admit a certain spring 
action, thus acquiring a limitation of the break forces at angular movements between the 
attachment element and the sheet by partly the play between the surfaces of the sheet 
and the attachment element and partly by the possibility of outwards springing of the 
flange (figures 5A-C). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica Laux whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8228. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 6:30am to 
2:30pm (est). 



Application/Control Number: 10/501,809 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 3635 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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